ENQUIRY

VOL.1V .... No. 4 | CLINTON, NY. MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2016

Alexander Hamilton & The Perils of
Posterity

@

@ A New York State of Mind

A publication of the AHI
Undergraduate Fellows

Free thought and discourse

@ For-Profit College Reform

“Alexander
Hamilton & The
Perils of Posterity”

By CLAIRE KITZ
STAFF WRITER

On the evening of Sunday,
September 18, AHI Charter Fellow
and Hamilton College history
professor Douglas Ambrose spoke
on “Alexander Hamilton and the
Perils of Posterity.” With incredible
eloquence, wit and energy, he
delivered a generous assessment
of Alexander Hamilton’s brilliance

and integrity in public life.
Alexander Hamilton wanted
to appear trustworthy to the

common people. Statesmen like
Hamilton gave no thought to
the idea of Heaven or a beatific
vision at the end of their lives
in which they would meet their
maker. The Enlightenment led
them to concentrate instead on
establishing a system and personal
legacy that focused on human
fulfillment and happiness. Those
in power sought to establish a
society where true happiness was
attainable for the common people.

From a young age, he was
full of ambition and a desire to go
beyond the cards Fate had dealt
him. He believed Fate could be
overcome and should not just be
accepted. His station made such
a transition difficult: born out of
wedlock in the West Indies and
then orphaned at a young age, he
seemed to have a bleak future. In
a letter to his friend Ned, he wrote
of his castle in the clouds, which
drove him to attempt to transcend
his current situation. He wished for
a war so he could prove himself on
merit alone. He would be named a
hero. The most essential part of this
letter was not his showing of such
intense ambition atayoungage, but
rather his stating he would never
sacrifice his public character for
power. Hamilton manifested this
Enlightenment ideal of achieving
an honorablelegacy when justaboy.

This value stayed with him
into his adulc life. It showed
true in his Publius Letters of
1778. One in particular spoke to
Hamilton’s view of honor in the
life of a public official. Hamilton
launched an attack on Samuel
Chase of Maryland, whom he
saw as the antithesis of everything
a member of Congress ought
to be. For an honorable official,

the trust of the republic was
paramount; with such fortune of
position, a man must promote
human happiness and do good
to all people in all circumstances.
Personal connections should not
divert a man from this course.
Union and harmony of conscience
were of great importance. Chase’s
love of money and power repulsed
Hamilton. He cried out for Chase

From a young age, he
was full of ambition and
a desire to go beyond the
cards Fate had dealt him

to shed his mask and appear as
his true self. However, Hamilton
outright stated that others should
consider his faults only in a public
capacity; he made the distinction
between the defects of private
character and public character.

This  distinction was
Hamilton made especially in his
own life. After his affair with Maria
Reynolds, he stood between a rock
and a hard place. Maria’s husband
discovered the affair and demanded
money from Hamilton. People

one

began to notice the cash flow and
the public asked, “Was the Secretary
of the Treasury, Hamilton, abusing
his power?” At this point, not only
was his public character at risk,
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In the ongoing fight against
terrorism, fear permeates the West.
Attacks can come at any time
without warning. Nonetheless,
should not disrupt
lives. If fear drives our behavior,

fear our
terrorists revel in knowing that
they have disrupted civilian life.
After the bombings on September
17th in New York City and
nearby New Jersey, New Yorkers
reacted ideally to the attacks.

Instead of signaling disarray,
New Yorkers went on about their
lives. “I heard the explosion, then
I went to the deli,” stated a caller
to NY1. New Yorker Sarah Peele
tweeted that shortly after hearing
the bombing from a short distance
away, she went out for noodles,
much to her mother’s chagrin.

This seems to be a typical New
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York way of behaving: residents
despite
atrocities may occur around them.

push  on, whatever
Fear did not stop these New
Yorkers from living their lives.

For New  Yorkers, the
nonchalant reaction to violence
is “a normal thing” Americans
across the nation should emulate
this behavior to deter attacks.
While it is far from the only way
to prevent attacks, and may or
may not actually prevent any,
it gives the average American a
way in which he or she can assist
in the fight against terrorism.

One of the big motivators
of terrorism, according to the
2003 CIA National Strategy
for Combatting Terrorism, is
to “subvert the rule of law and
effect change through violence
and fear.” By not giving in to fear
and continuing to go about our

If foar

behavior, terrorists revel

in knowing that they

have disrupted civilian
life

drives  our

lives as we normally would, we
can triumph over those who seek
to sabotage Western civilization.
live in fear

Refusing  to

may not only discourage radical
perpetrating

extremists  from
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this ITT
Tech, a for-profit college based in

Earlier month,
Indiana, chose to shut its doors
to more than 35,000 students
after new federal financial aid
regulations  revoked  federally
backed aid for the students. Since
2015, the Obama administration
has sought to protect vulnerable
students from predatory for-
profit colleges targeting out-of-
work, poor, or elderly students.
ITT Tech is the latest casualty

in a series of shutdowns that

has left students scrambling
to  substitute  their  credits.
For-profit  colleges operate

more like a business with a fiduciary
responsibility shareholders
rather than a university with a
responsibility to students. These
institutions

to

focus
education on trade skills or degrees
in immediately practical fields,
such as nursing or tech. Students
operate with flexible schedules, as

generally

many are full- or part-time workers
Veterans also
take advantage of the immediate

or have families.

after
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educational  opportunities

leaving military  service.
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ALEXANDER HAMLTON cont.
but also his private life. Against all
advice of close friends, Hamilton
released the Reynolds Pamphlet,
an account of his sex scandal, to
the press. So clever a move couldn’t
have been predicted. He would not
let others “transmit his name with
dishonor to posterity.” He admitted
his real crime, the affair with Maria
Reynolds, and explained that the
payments were for her husband’s
silence, not graft. At the same time,
however, he personally betrayed
and publicly humiliated his wife
Eliza, who probably had no idea of
the affair. Hamilton made a difficult
decision, but given his views on the
great importance of maintaining
a reputation for honorable public
conduct, it was the only option.
Hamilton wrote his last epistle
to his wife on the eve of his duel
with Aaron Burr, a contest that
resulted from years of tension
between the two men, which
boiled over during the 1804 New
York gubernatorial race. If he lived,
she would never receive it. If he
died, it would be his last comfort
to her. He writes, “If it had been
possible for me to have avoided
the [duel], my love for you and
my precious children would have
been alone a decisive motive. But it
was not possible, without sacrifices
which would have rendered me
unworthy of your esteem.” Eliza
stood as “posterity’s conscience.”
Hamilton undoubtedly would
have thought of her when thinking
of his reputation among future
generations, if he didn*
directly mention it. He always
considered Eliza’s perspective. She
was no passive figure — she was his
best defender. She was his flesh and
blood, his bone. He was the love
of her life. She held him to a high
standard, and even if he failed, he
always tried to respond with honor.
He may have failed in marital
fidelity, but she insisted that, as a
public man entrusted with great
responsibility, he merited posterity’s
profound and unqualified praise
and gratitude. She demanded
that posterity forgive him. That
is her triumphant legacy and his.

even
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attacks, but also sends the message
that we are a strong and resilient
society—that we will not let these
barbaric acts disturb our lives.

While it

ensure that fear does not disrupt

is important to
our lives, it is also important
to maintain a healthy level of
vigilance. Maintaining vigilance
can help prevent further attacks
by
something out of the ordinary.

Just this past Wednesday, Lee
Parker and Ian White, two homeless
men from Elizabeth, New Jersey,
notified police that an abandoned
backpack they found by a train

allowing one to notice

station garbage can appeared to be
a bomb. Their vigilance likely saved
lives that day, as the backpack
contained five pipe bombs.

While it may seem odd to
some that New Yorkers remain
so calm in the face of terror, their
reaction is the appropriate way
for the average person to behave
to help deter terrorism. Go about
your life as you normally would,
and do not let fear keep you from
living a normal lifestyle. Adopt a
New York state of mind: do not let
fear define your entire existence.

FOR-PROFIT COLLEGE REFORM cont.

average, two

years at a for-profit institution
costs more than four years at a
college,
to the Department of Education
(DoE). 80% of students at for-
profit colleges must borrow to earn

community according

their degree whereas less than half
of students must borrow at public
institutions. Graduation rates also
differ significantly from public
institutions. Only 27% of students
complete their degree in six years
at for-profit schools. That rate is
above 60% for all other colleges.
the widely
publicized  failure of Everest
College (closed in 2015), the

Department

Following

of Education is

reviewing the accreditation of
for-profit colleges. In a 2015
press release, the DoE outlined

the
federal financial aid. For-profit

criteria for maintaining
institutions must provide “gainful
employment in a recognized
occupation” upon completion of
the program. Gainful employment
is defined as a position in which
student loan payments do not
exceed 20%

annual income or 8% of total

of discretionary

annual earnings. Recent issues
with for-profit colleges focus on
the institutions misleading or lying
to students about employment
opportunities or job placement
after graduation. Students do not
realize this until they have already
amassed a considerable amount of
debt, typically leading vulnerable
students to default on payments.

The newly established review
process for financial aid has been in
the works for a number of years. In
2014, the Departmentof Education
attempted establish
regulations that would inevitably

to similar
close hundreds of campuses and
leave thousands of students out of
school. A set of for-profit colleges
sued the department over these
regulations and won. The DoE
then revised the new regulations

before  implementing  them.

federally  funded

financial aid is a death sentence

Losing

for for-profit colleges. Up to 80%
of revenue for some institutions

from federally funded

came

financial aid. With a responsibility
to shareholders first, a school like
ITT Tech could not operate with
such a drastic cut in revenue and
had to close its doors, leaving
students scrambling for classes at
other, less convenient institutions.
The Department of Education
assures students that federal loans

Only 27% of students

complete  their degree

in six years at for-profit
schools

taken out to study at ITT Tech
will be forgiven. This, however, is
not the foremost concern for most
students. Many students must
revise life and career goals now that
they are forced to delay their degree.
Students also fear that their credits
from ITT Tech will not transfer
to an accredited institution, only
delaying their career success further.

The Department of Education
regulations for federally funded
financial aid force for-profit
operate  with
more transparency about degree
and career opportunities. The
regulation of for-profit colleges
extends the Obamaadministration’s
legacy of corporation reform to
protect consumers. These steps,
however, do not address student
debt issues at higher levels of
education. The Association of
Private Sector Colleges asserts
that if the same rules
applied to well-known not-for-
profit colleges, many prestigious
ones would not pass the test.

Crippling student debt and
little economic opportunity has
extended beyond students at
technical or for-profit colleges.
Unable to repay large
of debt for an inapplicable

institutions  to

were

sums

degree, more than 40% of all
student borrowers are no longer
making payments on loans.

The Obama administration has
taken steps to address the rising cost
of education, but many students
are left with litde to show after
earning their degrees. The higher
education system must adjust to
meet the growing needs of students
and a developing workforce. For-
profit colleges gouging students
for tuition, or private not-for-
profit charging
unheard-of amounts for degrees
that do not guarantee gainful
employment, will not survive in a
competitive educational system.
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